PRESS RELEASE 

Pesticides Campaigner urges Government to assess cases of prostate cancer in residents living near sprayed fields, as Government Advisory Committee admits possible link with pesticide exposure

A leading pesticides campaigner has responded to the publication of a statement by the Government’s Advisory Committee on Carcinogenicity that has linked cases of prostate cancer with exposure to pesticides in farmers and farmworkers by saying that reports of the disease in people living near sprayed fields must now be urgently addressed.

Georgina Downs’ campaign (www.pesticidescampaign.co.uk) that highlights the serious fundamental flaws throughout the existing regulations and monitoring system for pesticides, particularly in relation to people living in agricultural areas, has continued to receive reports from people all the country suffering from various forms of cancer, including prostate cancer, as well as other chronic illnesses and diseases.

In a letter today to the Chairman of the Government’s Advisory Committee on Pesticides, (ACP) Professor David Coggon, Ms. Downs requests that urgent consideration is now given to the cases of prostate cancer that have been reported by people living near sprayed fields. She points out that rural residents, unlike pesticide operators and other farm-workers will not be wearing any protective clothing and will not be able to avoid exposure to pesticides when they are being repeatedly and frequently sprayed into their surrounding air and living environment.

Ms. Downs has previously submitted evidence to the ACP in relation to the reports of clusters of various forms of cancer in rural communities that she has received, but the Committee has continued to dismiss any link with pesticides, despite substantive scientific literature that exists to support an association.

The statement published by the Committee on Carcinogenicity states that “Members commented on the need for improved measures of exposure to pesticides, in particular herbicides.” 

Ms. Downs has been highlighting to the Government over the last 4 years that pesticide exposures for people living in agricultural areas has never been adequately considered or assessed, despite the fact that crop-spraying has been a predominant feature of agriculture for over 50 years. She currently has an application in the High Court to Judicially Review the decision by DEFRA Ministers’ regarding crop-spraying. 

Ms. Downs, who lives next to farmland herself says, “Rural residents will be receiving very high levels of exposure to mixtures of different pesticides throughout every year and in many cases, for decades. This statement by the Government’s own Advisers’ on cancer yet again highlights the uncertainties and serious data gaps surrounding human exposure to pesticides and the link with chronic disease. Exposure cannot be allowed to continue unabated and therefore urgent action has to be taken to prevent exposure and protect peoples’ health. The only responsible course of action for the Government to take is an immediate ban on crop-spraying near homes, schools, workplaces and any other places of human habitation.” 

Notes to Editors:

· The full Statement by the Government’s Advisory Committee on Carcinogenicity is available at: http://www.advisorybodies.doh.gov.uk/coc/prostate.htm 

· In relation to agricultural spraying there is currently no legal obligation for farmers to notify anyone of any intended spraying application or to supply information on the chemicals being used, regardless of whether adverse health effects have been suffered 

· On September 16th 2004 Ms. Downs put in an application to the High Court to Judicially Review Alun Michael’s decision not to introduce no-spray zones around agricultural land to protect rural residents from the use of pesticides by farmers

· The Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution (RCEP) is currently carrying out a study to assess the risk to people from crop-spraying and pesticide exposure. Ms. Downs has provided considerable evidence to the RCEP to assist them in their study and recently presented oral evidence on December 2nd 2004. Members of the RCEP will shortly be visiting some of the people reporting ill-health in rural areas and who were featured on the video entitled “Pesticide Exposures for People in Agricultural Areas” that Ms. Downs presented to the Government last year. See www.rcep.org.uk for further information on the RCEP study
· Georgina Downs campaigns to highlight the effects of pesticide use in rural Britain and has lived next to regularly sprayed fields for 20 years. She was the first to identify serious fundamental flaws regarding the bystander risk assessment and for the last 3 years has presented a case to the Government for a change in the regulations and legislation governing agricultural spraying. She has also produced 2 videos "Pesticide Exposures for People in Agricultural Areas – Part 1 Pesticides in the Air; Part 2 The Hidden Costs" to illustrate chemical exposure and the effects on people living in rural areas. She has called for an immediate ban on crop-spraying and the use of pesticides near to people's homes, schools, workplaces and any other places of human habitation and for direct access for the public to all the necessary chemical information 

· Ms Downs continues to receive emails and letters from people all over the country reporting clusters of acute and chronic long-term illnesses and diseases in communities surrounded by sprayed fields. The most common illnesses reported include clusters of various cancers, leukaemia, non-Hodgkins lymphoma, and neurological problems along with many other medical conditions and Ms. Downs points out that reports of this nature have gone on for decades

· Ms. Downs' campaign has been supported by Samuel Epstein, Professor Emeritus Environmental and Occupational Medicine, University of Illinois at Chicago School of Public Health and Chairman of the Cancer Prevention Coalition. He is the author of "Stop Cancer Before it Starts," and is known a leading international authority on cancer-causing effects of pesticides and other hazardous chemicals (see http://www.preventcancer.com/about/epstein.htm ); Michael Meacher MP, (Former DEFRA Minister for the Environment and one of the Minister’s Ms. Downs originally presented the case to); Norman Baker MP, the Liberal Democrat’s front bench environment spokesman; Caroline Lucas MEP and the Soil Association amongst others
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